Using <srai>

Suppose we add a new bot property called “comedian”.  In the Editing screen add the bot property Comedian with the value George Carlin:

Comedian=George Carlin

Ask the bot, “Who is your favorite comedian?” and create the reply “My favorite comedian is <bot name=”comedian”/>.  Who is yours?”  The bot will now generate the dialogue:

Human: Who is your favorite comedian?

Loyalist:: My favorite Comedian is George Carlin.  Who is yours?

There are many ways to ask the same question however.   The bot may already know how to answer some of these.  For example:

Human: Whose your favorite comedian?
Loyalist: My favorite Comedian is George Carlin.  Who is yours?

 Or

Human: Your favorite comedian is who?

Loyalist: My favorite Comedian is George Carlin.  Who is yours?

But the but may not know about all variants of the question:

Top of Form 1

Bottom of Form 1



Human: what comedian do you like 
Loyalist: go somewhere safe 


Now we use the Advanced Alter Response button to change the reply.  But in this case we do not change the template to a direct text reply.  Instead, we use the <srai> tag to transform the question “what comedian do you like” into “who is your favorite comedian”.  In other words, we ask the robot a question it already knows the answer to.
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You can enter the <srai> template by clicking on the <srai> button.  This button insterts the tags <srai> </srai> into the template window.  Using the mouse, position the cursor between the <srai> tags and type the text “WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE COMEDIAN”. (Note: capitalization does not matter, but some AIML botmasters feel upper case inside <srai>’s makes them easier to read).

After we click on “submit”, we can now ask the bot, “What comedian do you like?”, and get the same answer as “Who is your favorite comedian?”.

