Add a bot property

This section describes how to add a new bot property like, “mother.”  The AIML expression <bot name=”mother”/> stands for a global bot parameter storing the name of the robot’s mother.  The bot properties are managed by the Edit page.  The bot properties may be used in any Template.  

To add a new bot property, first, Build and Run your bot.

Ask the bot, “Who is your mother?”  The bot may answer, “Actually I don’t have a mother.”  Now click on, “Advanced Alter Response.”

First, In the Template box, type ‘She is <bot name=”mother”/>.’  The screenshot illustrates:
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Now, to make the reply a little smarter, click on <think> and change “it” to “she” and <person/> to <bot name=”mother”/>.  This will make the bot remember that the pronoun “she” stands for the bot’s mother, and that the topic is also now the mother.  The screen should now appear:
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Now click on “Submit” and go back to the Bot dialogue.   Try asking the question again, ‘Who is your mother?’  This time, the bot replies, ‘She is.’  

What happened?  The bot replied correctly with the new answer, but the bot property “mother” has no defined value.  The default value of any bot property is the null string.  We have to go back to the Edit page to define the bot property “mother.”

Except, John, this doesn’t work (   The Edit menu doesn’t seem to detect the new bot property.  Do I have to enter it manually?

After we have added the new bot property, we can Run the bot and ask again, ‘Who is your mother’.  This time she gives the correct answer, ‘She is ALICE.’

